
8th Grade Summer Reading: Rebirth Plot Pattern 
 The Secret Garden by Francis Hodgson Burnett 

 
You were originally given a list of questions to answer for this novel.  Here are a few extra 
details to further explain the assignment.  For the written portion, please choose one of the 
options to complete: 
 
Option A 
As you read, answer the following questions.  Cite page numbers where you find the answers in 
the book.  If you find a question confusing or you are unsure of the answer, write down your 
ideas, thoughts, or questions (with page numbers).  
 
We will use these questions to guide our class discussion when we return to school in August.  It 
is important to think through the questions before class, so you will be ready to contribute to 
discussion and ask relevant questions in class.  Do your best to write in complete sentences.  This 
may be typed or handwritten.  If it is typed, please double-space.  Use Times New Roman 12 pt. 
font. 
 
Questions: 

1. Who is the protagonist of The Secret Garden? 
2. Who is/are the antagonists of the story? 
3. What is the exposition?  
4. What is the rising action of the story? 
5. What is the climax of The Secret Garden? 
6. What is the falling action of the story? 
7. What is the resolution? 
8. What does the protagonist learn? Has the protagonist changed in his mind or heart by the 

events of the story? 
9. What do you think the theme is of The Secret Garden? 
10. Mary and Colin are similar in many ways. List three ways Mary and Colin are alike. 

Make sure to use examples from the book to support your answer. Include page numbers. 
11. Colin is always worried about being ill and dying. Read Philippians 4:6-8. Instead of 

being anxious and worrying, what do these verses tell us? What things should we think 
about? 

12. How important is the setting of The Secret Garden? Explain with examples from the 
book to support your answer. Include page numbers. 

13. Summarize The Secret Garden. Describe the characters in detail. A good summary 
should be 2 paragraphs, consisting of 7-10 sentences each. Use text from the book. 

Option B 
Write a book review of The Secret Garden.  Include the following elements in your review: 
 

● The book’s title and author 
● A brief summary of the plot that doesn’t give away too much 
● Comments on the book’s strengths and weaknesses 
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● Your personal response to the book with specific examples to support praise or criticism 
● To whom would you recommend (or not recommend) this book  

 
*If you are able, include information on worldview.  Think about the worldview presented in The 
Secret Garden.  Compare (similarities) and contrast (differences) the views expressed in this 
book with a Biblical worldview.  
 
Your book review should be organized in paragraphs.  Be sure to support your ideas with 
specific examples from the book.  You may include page numbers with your examples.  This 
may be typed or handwritten.  If it is typed, please double-space.  Use Times New Roman 12 pt. 
font. 
 

A Review of Plot Elements 

Exposition (beginning)—the story begins and characters are introduced; the setting is described; 
usually the conflict is introduced. 
Setting- When and where a story takes place.  
Rising Action (complications)—something happens to make the story more interesting; the 
characters have a problem (conflict); this will be several events. 
Climax—the most suspenseful part of the story or the turning point; the characters must finally 
face their problems and make decisions. 
Falling Action—the character has made a decision about how to handle the problem, and now 
the story is coming to a close. 
Resolution (ending)—the story concludes as the action comes to an end. 
Protagonist—the leading character or one of the major characters. 
Antagonist—A person (or force) who is opposed to, struggles against, or competes with another; 
opponent; adversary. 
Theme- the underlying message or the “big idea.” The belief about life that the author is trying 
to convey in the writing, novel, poem, short story or play. (Examples, good vs. evil, friendship, 
love). 
 
Your written assignment is due Monday, August 17, 2020.  Please bring your copy of The Secret 
Garden to class on the first day of school and continue to bring it until we are finished using it.  
 
If you have any questions, please email Dr. Johnston at katiejohnston@calvaryknights.com. 
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